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TRACK: SUSTAINABLE DESIGN METHODS

Designing with Architectural Insulated Metal Panels

Damon Brown
Kingspan

BIO: Damon received his degree in business from the University of Arkansas 
and joined Kingspan as a Regional Sales Manager in 2016 with responsibility for 
Arkansas, Louisiana, and Mississippi, he also was given Benchmark Architectural 
Panels by Kingspan for Mississippi and Louisiana earlier this year. He has worked 
in the construction industry for 20 plus years and was formerly active duty in the 
Marine Corps. Damon enjoys working in the A/E/C sectors and is a member of 
the Little Rock CSI chapter and New Orleans AIA chapter. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: The purpose of this session will be to understand the 
basic concepts of designing with insulated metal panels as related to the building 
envelope: The design of a “perfect” wall and roof system from a performance 
standpoint. Sectors of use and designing with insulated metal panels. How 
insulated metal panels surpass state and federal energy code requirements. We 
will also discuss basic building science using and how insulated metal panels 
provide the following factory formed controls.

Air, Water, Light

Cory Duggins
TLC Engineering for Architecture

BIO: Cory holds both undergrad and graduate degrees from Tennessee Tech 
University in mechanical engineering. As a principal and sustainability leader at 
TLC, Cory is a part of the firm’s Peak Institute (PI) and is engaged in various 
types of projects across TLC. Cory is Energy Modeling Wizard at TLC, providing 
building performance simulation efforts across the 375+ person
firm. He is an expert in IES VE modeling software
and serves as a beta tester for IES.

COURSE DESCRIPTION: This course will give an overview of the current 
healthy building movement, explaining the various healthy building approaches 
and the rationale behind them. It will then be followed by a more in-depth study 
of the air, water and light requirements/portions of the WELL certification 
process.



TRACK: SUSTAINABLE DESIGN METHODS

Continuous Insulation and ACM/MC Rainscreens in High Wind Zone Steel Stud Construction

Dewayne R. Thomas
Eco Spec, Inc. and Rmax Operating, LLC

BIO: Dewayne earned his Bachelor’s of Construction from Southern Polytechnic 
State University and has amassed 20 years of experience in technical sales. He is 
certified by CSI as a Certified Construction Product Representative. He focuses 
on ecologically sustainable products, specifically centered around Concrete 
Moisture Vapor Reducing Admixtures, Commercial Rain Screen Exterior Wall 
Assemblies, and Energy Efficient Roofing Systems. Since starting Eco Spec, 
the company has grown into a multi-regional firm serving the Southeast and 
Midwest.  

COURSE DESCRIPTION: In this seminar, we’ll learn about the science behind 
thermal, air & moisture controls for steel stud construction. We’ll interpret the 
code requirements for building envelope design and performance, including 
Pressure Equalized Rainscreen (PER) claddings, and discover how polyiso with 
PER wall systems meet requirements and outperform traditional methods for 
optimum control. Reviewing codes and standards will give us direction on how 
much Polyisocyanurate insulation is needed in steel stud design.

Sustainable Product Manufacturing: Tools for Measuring Environmental Impacts

Rebecca Cooley
AOS Interior Environments and DIRTT

BIO: Rebecca joined the DIRTT network in 2010 as a DIRTT Champion for the 
North Florida area. Prior, Rebecca earned a Bachelor Degree of Interior Design 
from LSU and moved to London to work in the Store Development Department 
of a retail giant. She has been a licensed Interior Designer in Texas, Florida, and 
currently Louisiana, working with multiple architecture and design firms on a wide 
range of projects. Over 6 years ago, she transitioned to a Business Development 
role for DIRTT and leads AOS’ Architectural Interiors Team in Louisiana.

COURSE DESCRIPTION: LEEDv4 and other green building standards reward 
project teams for the use of tools that measure the building environmental 
impacts. Diminishing the embodied energy and ecological impacts of products 
can reduce manufacturing costs and improve the bottom line financially and 
environmentally. Explore the sustainability case for these transparency measures 
using the example of one product manufacturer; in a facilitated exchange, discuss 
their strengths and limitations. 



TRACK: BETTER BUSINESS PRACTICES

Email Etiquette and Social Media Tips

Keith J. Bergeron
Deutsch Kerrigan, L.L.P.

BIO: Keith J. Bergeron is an experienced construction defense attorney devoting 
special attention to architectural and engineering defense, licensing and 
contractual claims. As a partner in Deutsch Kerrigan LLP’s New Orleans office, 
Keith investigates claims and defends his clients in all aspects of construction 
and construction surety law. Keith is a degreed engineer, a regular speaker at 
the UNO’s engineering school, and is active with the American Bar Association’s 
Forum on the Construction Industry where he currently serves on the Governing 
Committee.

COURSE DESCRIPTION: The program will provide tips and recommendations 
regarding the proper use of electronic communications in the business setting 
and on construction projects, as well as when it is and isn’t appropriate to 
communicate through email. Then we’ll touch upon the proper use of social media 
in the workplace and how attorneys may use your social media in prosecuting or 
defending a claim.

CM at Risk in Louisiana

Kyle Culverhouse
CORE Construction

BIO: Kyle Culverhouse is the President of CORE Construction and has 22 years 
of diverse construction and preconstruction experience. His past decade has 
been focused on Preconstruction, bring that perspective and dedication to all of 
CORE’s projects. As a Board Member of the Louisiana AGC, Kyle has been an 
advocate for collaborative/alternative delivery methods and their benefits to the 
public sector. He has also been an advocate throughout Louisiana for increasing 
the participation of Small and Disadvantaged Business Enterprises.

COURSE DESCRIPTION: This session will update you on the CM at Risk 
Delivery Methods, and recent legal changes in Louisiana affecting its use for 
public sector clients. It’ll include a discussion of the Construction Management at 
Risk (CMAR) Delivery Method, an explanation of updates to legal use of CMAR 
in Louisiana, an explanation of process for benefits of the process to architecture 
firms, and an explanation of the approval process for projects needing Joint 
Transportation Committee approval.



TRACK: BETTER BUSINESS PRACTICES

Leveraging the Power of Laser Scanning for Highly Accurate Modeling

Jeff Landers
ATG USA

BIO: Jeff’s career has been defined by what his father told him at a young age: If 
man can do it, you can too. Taking this advice to heart, Jeff has built a career in 
construction, building commercial projects, banks, school and churches around 
Central Arkansas. He worked for James H. Cone Construction for nine years, 
during which time he worked on projects for the University of Central Arkansas in 
Conway, Ark., and Harding University in Searcy, Ark., among others. He was the 
owner/operator of Silver Time Millwork before joining ATG in 2009.

COURSE DESCRIPTION: In this presentation, we will discuss the benefits 
of utilizing laser scanning and point cloud data on projects for making more 
informed decisions during the design, pre-construction & execution processes.  
We will also discuss how this data can be used for producing highly accurate 
models and the value this brings to your client.

Project Communication: Dispute Avoidance in Bid Phase / Construction Phase Document Management

Chuck Perret
Lettermans

BIO: Chuck Perret is Managing Partner at Lettermans, a family-owned company 
founded in 1949. He is a sought-after speaker and recognized thought leader in 
the reprographics industry and has steered Lettermans through the transition 
from a print-oriented company to the modern era of digital information 
management, In recognition of their success, Lettermans was named runner-
up “Shop of the Year” in North America by the International Reprographics 
Association’s publication Modern Reprographics.  

COURSE DESCRIPTION: During this course, participants will receive an 
overview of owner/architect responsibilities during the Bid Phase, with special 
emphasis placed on Louisiana Public Bid Law requirements. In addition, 
participants will review best practices for document management during 
Construction Administration, along with an overview of cloud-based Project 
Information Management (PIM) systems. 


