
2020 Executive Board Candidates
2020 Open Positions:

2020 Positions Not Up for Election:

President-Elect
Vice President
Secretary
AIA LA State Delegate
Young Architect Forum (YAF) Director
Associate Member Director

President: Terri Hogan Dreyer, Assoc. AIA  |  NANO LLC
Past President:  Jessica Walker, AIA  |  Walker Run Studio
Treasurer: Peter Spera III, AIA, NCARB  |  GOATstudio
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Candidate for President-Elect

Julie Babin, AIA
Partner, studioWTA

Julie is a partner and architect at studioWTA, a small practice 
focused on contextual and contemporary design. A Philadelphia 
Native, Julie has been living and practicing architecture in New 
Orleans since 2006. 

She is the 2019 AIA New Orleans Vice President, the Chair of 
the Governance Committee Chair and a Co-Chair of the Small 
Firm Exchange. In 2018 Julie served as the Young Architect’s 
Forum Representative and was a Committee Chair for the 
Louisiana State Conference. Eager to continue her involvement 
with the New Orleans architectural community, Julie hopes to 
be elected as the 2020 President-Elect. Julie received a Master 
of Architecture from Tulane University where she was awarded 
the prestigious John W. Lawrence Memorial Medal for Design 
Excellence. 

In 2016 Julie was named “Master Of Architecture” by New 
Orleans Homes + Lifestyles Magazine. Her work has received 
multiple design awards at the local, state, and national levels.
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Candidate for Vice President

Andrew has spent the past decade operating simultaneously 
in practice and academia with a passion for both the built 
environment and design education.  He is principal of A M Liles 
Architect, a practice that focuses on regionally relevant work 
with a keen eye towards place.  He is in his tenth year as faculty 
at the School of Architecture at Tulane University, focusing on 
foundational design in the core curriculum.

Andrew, a fifth generation Mississippian, earned a Bachelor 
of Architecture from Mississippi State University in 1997 and 
licensure in 2001.  A LEED Accredited Professional since 2003, 
he is a founding board member of the Mississippi Chapter of 
the US Green Building Council.  On the heels of twelve years 
of practice in Oxford and Jackson, Mississippi, Andrew earned 
his Master of Architecture II from Tulane University in 2010. 
Upon his arrival to New Orleans, he served two terms with the 
Louisiana Chapter of the USGBC, representing the state at the 
regional level, the South Central Regional Council.  At Tulane, 
Andrew represents the School of Architecture on the University’s 
Committee on the Honors, including an appointment to a task 
force to retool the Honors Program at the university-wide level.  
Andrew is the School’s NCARB Architect Licensing Advisor, 
assisting students in navigating internship and licensure.  In 
perhaps the closest synthesis of practice and academia, he 
consistently directs faculty-student design projects with the 
School of Architecture’s Small Center for Collaborative Design.

His passion for education not being relegated to higher 
education, Andrew served a term on the Board of St. Andrew’s 
Episcopal School, followed by a current board position and co-
vice chair of Teaching Responsible Earth Education [TREE] 
whose mission is to inspire children to appreciate the natural 
world and motivate them to protect it.  With the AIA national 
organization’s current objectives focusing on environmental 
stewardship and equity, Andrew’s skillset focuses likewise and 
he looks to further these charges locally through the position of 
Vice President of AIA New Orleans.

Andrew Liles, AIA LEED AP BD+C
Owner, A M Liles Architect
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Candidate for Vice President

Myles has over 15 years of experience and is the principal and 
founder of M3 Design Group, a practice focused on architecture, 
technology, and realty capture which is located in mid-city. As 
a graduate from the LSU school of architecture and having 
come back to practice after Katrina, Myles has started or been 
on the board of many local user groups in the area including 
NOLA BIM, the local Bluebeam User Group, the NOLA Lean 
Construction Institute, the Construction Progress Coalition, 
and has spoken at national conferences on the topics of 
architectural technology. His sense of community has also led 
him to found and open a co-working space, the Station, for 
like minded architects, engineers, and construction industry 
professionals. 

As Vice President, Myles is excited about the opportunity of 
spreading more of his passion into the great local community 
professionals. 

Myles Martin, AIA LEED
Principal, M3 Design Group
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Candidate for Secretary

Curtis Laub, AIA
Senior Associate, Gould Evans

Curtis Laub is a Senior Associate at the New Orleans office of 
Gould Evans.  Licensed since 2010, Curtis has been practicing 
architecture in New Orleans since 2005.   Curtis has been 
involved with AIA New Orleans off and on since 2006, and is 
excited to take on a greater role, and help to continue the great 
work that AIANO has been putting together recently.  

As Secretary, Curtis will make sure that accurate and clear 
records are kept for meetings and events, and also ensure those 
are distributed to the membership in a way that is concise and 
engaging.  Curtis would like to explore ways in which we can 
increase engagement so that AIA members from all parts of 
the profession feel they are involved and getting the most out of 
their membership.  

Curtis attended Tulane School of Architecture, graduating 
with a Master of Architecture in 2006.  He previously worked 
in the office of Lee Ledbetter & Associates and has been an 
associate at Gould Evans since 2015, where he has been part of 
committees on Equity and Best Practices.  Through his career, 
he has been proud to be a part of projects from large-scale new 
construction to tenant build-outs and historic restoration.  Work 
highlights include Crescent Care Community Health Center and 
Tulane University’s Yulman Stadium and Hertz Center.  

He knows that project success is dependent on clear 
documentation of responsibilities and action items and is 
excited to bring that diligence to AIA New Orleans.
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Candidate for AIA LA State Delegate

David Lachin Jr., AIA, NCARB
Vice President, LACHIN Architects

Born in New Orleans, David graduated from Louisiana State 
University in 2009 with a Bachelor’s in Architecture. He began 
his professional career at LACHIN Architects immediately 
after graduating. While at LACHIN Architects, he earned his 
professional license and began taking on additional responsibility 
and leadership roles at LA, apc. In 2017, David was named 
Partner at LACHIN Architects. He is goal oriented and strives to 
immerse himself into every aspect of the practice and running a 
professional firm. His responsibilities include implementing and 
updating office standards, business development, contracts, 
design, construction administration and job cost tracking. 

David has been an AIA member for over 10 years and served as 
the Young Architects Forum Representative in 2019 where he 
helped facilitate the AIA YAF/FAIA Mentor Program. He looks 
forward to continued support and growth of that program and 
other professional development programs moving forward. By 
serving on the 2019 AIA New Orleans Board, David has a first-
hand understanding of current advocacy issues both locally and 
at the state level. As such, he realizes the importance of the LA 
State Delegate position and will commit himself to representing 
our local organization’s best interests to the State.

In addition to his involvement in AIA, David is currently in his 
third year as mentor for the New Orleans ACE Mentorship 
program. ACE strives to engage high school students to pursue 
careers in Architecture, Engineering, and Construction through 
mentoring and support. He is also a core group member of the 
LEAN Construction Institute - New Orleans Chapter, and an 
active participant in the “Urban Sketchers New Orleans” group 
through NOAF. Additionally, this year he participated in, and 
graduated from, the 2019 Leadership Program in St. Bernard 
Parish.
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Candidate for AIA LA State Delegate

Dominic A. Willard, Jr., AIA, NCARB 
Principal, Manning Architects

Dominic is a Principal and Architect at Manning Architects. 
A native New Orleanian, Dominic earned a Master’s of 
Architecture degree in 2003 from the Tulane University School 
of Architecture.  He joined Manning Architects upon graduation 
as an intern and was promoted to Project Architect, then Senior 
Associate and became a Principal in 2016. Dominic achieved 
licensure in the state of Louisiana in 2010. He is also a graduate 
of the 2018 class of the AIALA/ACEC Emerging Leaders 
Institute.

Dominic has vast experience designing & managing complex 
projects of all sizes and types in numerous market sectors 
including Education, Civic, Hospitality & Healthcare. As the son 
of a general contractor who grew up working summers in the 
construction industry, Dominic has a unique understanding of 
the marriage between design and construction.

In addition to his responsibilities managing firm operations as 
Principal, Dominic serves as an elected member of the Orleans 
Parish Democratic Executive Committee. He also sits on the 
Facilities Committee for Lycee Francais de la Nouvelle Orleans 
Charter School, where his two young daughters attend school. 
Dominic has also served on the Louisiana Main Street program 
Façade Grant Review Committee as well as the O.C. Haley 
Design Advisory Committee.

As a candidate for the AIA Louisiana Delegate position, 
Dominic would like to connect with members of the local 
Architectural community in order to better understand how AIA 
can advocate on their behalf with regards to issues that affect 
their professional lives. He will then bring those concerns to the 
AIA Louisiana State Board and insist that these concerns be 
brought to the attention of our local and state political leaders 
if necessary.
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Candidate for Young Architects Forum (YAF) Director

Javier Marcano AIA, WELL AP
Architect, EskewDumezRipple+

Javier is an architect, native from Caracas, Venezuela. He 
recently joined EskewDumezRipple, where he practices at 
several levels of architecture and community engagement. He is 
a passionate individual who constantly searches for challenges 
beyond design, he is interested in the social and political 
pressures that shape cities. 

He believes that every building can serve as an opportunity 
to nourish someone’s life beyond its intended use - that every 
building should heal. Whatever the scale, no building stands 
without sacrificing our ecology, so every building should attempt 
to breathe life back out. 

Javier is excited for the possibility to serve as the Young Architects 
Forum representative, he believes the local community of young 
professionals in the AEC industry needs better avenues to 
communicate and share concerns about pressing issues that 
affect their careers. He is interested in creating relationships 
so that young architects can actively engage in the community 
they serve and make design accessible to all. 
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Candidate for Associate Member Director

Efrén López, Assoc. AIA
Designer, Grace Hebert Curtis Architects

Efrén is a designer at Grace Hebert Curtis Architects in the 
New Orleans office. Born and raised in Pasadena, California, he 
understands the significance of maintaining a firm practice of 
cultural appreciation and evolution. Efrén was raised the son of 
a florist and learned at a young age the importance of customer 
service and the beauty involved in the human touch. He uses 
these early lessons in each of his interactions with everyone he 
meets.

While at Tulane he helped organize and co-found GENTE (a 
Latinx student organization focused on highlighting and 
exhibiting educational excellence) and MAAC (Tulane School of 
Architecture’s chapter of NOMAS). He believes one of the most 
important ways to give back is to create access for people who 
face similar obstacles to those you faced along your journey. 
He uses this philosophy in giving back at POSSE New Orleans 
where he serves on the Advisory Board and helps organize 
programs focused on young professional’s social, professional, 
and financial development. 

He plans to continue the work with his involvement as Associate 
Director at AIA and foster an environment of inclusion for new 
and potential members looking for the perfect opportunity to 
get involved.


