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Free Art and Architecture Festival 
First of its Kind in New Orleans

DesCours brings eight days of art, architecture and design to 

French Quarter and Canal Street
New Orleans, LA (November ___, 2007) This December, downtown New Orleans will showcase DesCours, an eight-day, contemporary architecture and art event that explores the newest in design and technology using new media and interactive installations. Twenty internationally recognized architects and artists have been invited to transform familiar and hidden spaces along New Orleans’ Canal Street and throughout the French Quarter. 

December 7 – 14, fifty city blocks will feature an eclectic variety of fine art and architectural installations. DesCours will host nightly changing entertainment by various musicians in conjunction with the exhibits and three separate parties. 
“DesCours allows people to interact with the installations and view New Orleans in a different light,” said Melissa Urcan, executive director of the American Institute of Architects New Orleans Chapter (AIA New Orleans). “Highlighting art and design in these unique spaces helps to elevate the perception of these districts from ‘party-places’, to rich, multi-layered, cultural destinations. Both visitors and locals can enjoy Canal Street, the French Quarter and other transformed spaces through the eyes of talented modern artists and designers.”
This free event invites locals and visitors to view New Orleans historical spaces in a new way. The courtyards, walkways, sidewalks and store windows along Canal Street and within the French Quarter will come alive. There will also be satellite exhibitions in conjunction with DesCours in the St. Roch and St. Bernard areas, as well as within the Central Business District.
 AIA New Orleans is presenting the event partnership with KK Projects, the City of New Orleans, the Downtown Development District (DDD), the Vieux Carré Commission (VCC) and the Arts Council of New Orleans (ACNO).
About AIA New Orleans:

AIA New Orleans is a nonprofit organization comprised of nearly 400 professional architects and connected to the national chapter of 80,000 professional architects worldwide. Founded in 1910, AIA New Orleans’ mission is to represent, educate and serve the architecture profession and entire community as concerns the built environment. The chapter hosts more than 35 different events each year for its members and the public, including a lecture series, continuing education classes, building tours, architecture exhibitions, an annual architecture film festival and an annual Design Awards program. AIA New Orleans has been closely involved with the rebuilding efforts, participating in programs and events to serve the community, including the Governors Conference in November 2005; a charrette for Urban Impact Ministries resulting in sustainable home designs for odd-sized lots in Central City in 2006; cosponsoring and co-organizing the 2006 Housing Solutions Summit, which provided free seminars and education to more than 30,000 New Orleans residents; and the ongoing Architect Pairing Program that pairs volunteer architects with homeowners adversely affected by hurricanes Katrina and Rita.

For more information on AIA New Orleans please visit www.aianeworleans.org or call 504.525.8320.
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