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9th ANNUAL CANSTRUCTION® FUNDRAISER

Event has Provided Over 192.5 tons of food (over 298,000 meals) for 
New Orleans Area Hungry 

What:
AIA New Orleans hosts the 9th annual Canstruction®, a fundraising event benefiting Second Harvest Food Bank and AIA New Orleans. At the gala, three celebrity guest judges will choose winners in various categories from the sculptures.
Who:
Judges this year include Diane Mack, WWNO's host for NPR's Morning Edition; Helena Moreno, WDSU NewsChannel 6 reporter; and Gil McGregor, Color Commentator of the New Orleans Hornets.

Live music featuring Judy Spellman and Company
When:
Installation: Canstruction teams are given 12 hours to complete construction of their sculptures. The media and public are invited to watch the teams build their sculptures entirely out of canned goods.

October 26, 2007



12:00 p.m. – Midnight

FREE

Exhibition: the Canstruction sculptures are on display for one week.

October 26 – November 3, 2007

10 a.m. – 7 p.m. daily

FREE

Gala: includes live music, a silent auction and food provided by some of New Orleans’ top restaurants. 

October 27, 2007

8 p.m. – Midnight

$35 per ticket

Where: 
The Shops at Canal Place

333 Canal Street

New Orleans, LA
New Orleans, LA (October 11, 2007) – The American Institute of Architects New Orleans chapter (AIA New Orleans) and Second Harvest Food Bank are hosting the 9th annual Canstruction® fundraiser, a charitable competition that challenges architects and engineers to build giant sculptures of canned food. The installment will take place over 12 hours as the teams of students, architects and engineers build their sculptures at The Shops at Canal Place. The public and media are invited to watch as the teams begin to assemble their designs at noon and work until midnight to complete them.

The exhibition of these “can creations” will be up for one week (October 26 – November 3, 10 a.m. – 7 p.m. daily) at The Shops of Canal Place. 

On October 27, 8 p.m. to midnight, at The Shops at Canal Place, AIA New Orleans will host the annual Canstruction Gala. The Gala will feature live music by Judy Spellman and Company, a silent auction, and food provided by the city's top restaurants including Savvy Gourmet, Bistro Italia, Ristrorante Salvatore, Chevy's Mexican Restaurant, Byblos, Southern Eagle Distributing, Mojo's Coffee, Pascale Manales, Kyoto, Juan's Flying Burrito, Martin Wine Cellar, The Melting Pot, The Pelican Club, Corky's BBQ. Three celebrity judges will announce the winner of the design competition during the gala. Tickets to the gala cost $35 each.

At the close of the exhibit, all of the cans used to create the sculptures will be donated to Second Harvest Food Bank. In nine years, this annual community service project has provided over 298,000 meals to the hungry throughout the Greater New Orleans area.

For tickets to the gala, donations, or sponsorship opportunities, please contact AIA New Orleans. To learn more, please visit www.aianeworleans.org.

###

About Canstruction®:

Canstruction® is a community service project sponsored by the AIA New Orleans. Teams of architects from firms throughout the New Orleans area create impressive sculptures composed of canned food items. These cans of food are then donated to Second Harvest Food Bank. In its nine-year history, Canstruction® has contributed over 385,000 pounds of food to feed New Orleans’ hungry.  All net proceeds benefit Second Harvest Food Bank and AIA New Orleans.
About AIA New Orleans:

AIA New Orleans is a non-profit organization comprised of nearly 400 professional architects and connected to the national chapter of 80,000 professional architects worldwide. Founded in 1910, AIA New Orleans’ mission is to represent, educate and serve the architecture profession and entire community as concerns the built environment. The chapter hosts more than 35 different events each year for its members and the public, including a lecture series, continuing education classes, building tours, architecture exhibitions, an annual architecture film festival and an annual Design Awards program. AIA New Orleans has been closely involved with the rebuilding efforts, participating in programs and events to serve the community, including the Governors Conference in November 2005; a charrette for Urban Impact Ministries resulting in sustainable home designs for odd-sized lots in Central City in 2006; co-sponsoring and co-organizing the 2006 Housing Solutions Summit, which provided free seminars and education to over 30,000 New Orleans residents; and the ongoing Architect Pairing Program that pairs volunteer architects with homeowners adversely affected by hurricanes Katrina and Rita.

For more information on AIA New Orleans please visit www.aianeworleans.org or call 504.525.8320.
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